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Hardide Coatings partners with Gardner Aerospace to coat Airbus components

 

Coating wing components for Airbus A320

 
Advanced surface coating technology company, Hardide Coatings  has  entered into a  partnership with Gardner Aerospace to
coat key wing components  for the Airbus  A320 fami ly of a i rcraft.
 
The Hardide C VD (chemical  vapour deposi'on) nano-structured tungsten/tungsten carbide coa'ng was selected a*er

extens ive testing by Airbus  and is  replacing hard chrome plating (HCP) previous ly used on these components . This  i s  part of

a strategic move by Airbus  away from the use of H C P  as  a  result of the R EAC H regula'ons, which currently bans  the

production of HCP in the EU and UK from September 2024.
 
The Hardide-coated components , which are cri'cal  to the opera'on of the flap mechanism, wi l l  be used on new-bui ld
A320s and as  replacement parts  for the exis'ng fleet of a i rcra* as  these are maintained. I ni'al  components  are expected
to be coated in June 2023 with regular monthly volumes thereafter.
 

Airbus  is  currently producing 50 A320 aircraft per month with plans  to increase this  to 75 per month by 2026.

 

Hardide Coatings  is  currently coating s imi lar wing components  for the Airbus  A330, A380 and A400M aircraft.

 

Philip Kirkham, C EO  of Hardide plc commented:	"We are very pleased to have been selected to coat further components  for

the Airbus  s ingle-ais le A320 fami ly high-volume production aircraft, and to replace hard chrome plating (HCP).

 

"O ur coa'ngs  are increas ingly replacing H C P  and thermal  spray coa'ngs  such as  H VO F (high velocity oxy-fuel ) on

components  used in aerospace and other industries .	The Hardide coa'ng outperforms these other coa'ngs  in i ts  wear,

corros ion and fatigue res istance, and offers  environmental  advantages  both in the coating process  and i ts  use in service."

 

Al l  Airbus  parts  are coated at the company's  UK faci l i ty in Bicester, Oxfordshire.
 

www.hardide.com

------------------------------------------ENDS------------------------------------

 

Note to editors :

 

About Hardide Coatings

Hardide Coa'ngs  (AI M: H D D) develops, manufactures  and appl ies  advanced technology tungsten carbide/tungsten metal

matrix coatings  to a  wide range of engineering components . Its  patented technology is  unique in combining in one materia l ,

a  mix of toughness  and res istance to abras ion, eros ion and corros ion; together with the abi l i ty to coat accurately interior

surfaces  and complex geometries . The materia l  i s  proven to offer drama'c improvements  in component l i fe, par'cularly

when appl ied to components  that operate in very aggress ive environments . This  results  in cost savings  through reduced

down'me and increased opera'onal  efficiency. Customers  include leading companies  opera'ng in the energy sectors ,

valve and pump manufacturing, industria l  gas  turbine, precis ion engineering and aerospace industries . The company has

manufacturing faci l i ties  in the UK and USA.

 

About Gardner Aerospace

Gardner Aerospace, headquartered in Derby UK , i s  one of the largest, interna'onal , and independent manufacturers  of

detai led metal l ic aerospace parts  for Airbus  other major a i rcra* manufacturers . W ith loca'ons in UK , France, Poland,

I ndia and China and revenues of over $200m US D and over 1,700 employees, they have comprehensive manufacturing

faci l i ties  and process  approvals , with a  reputation for qual i ty, del ivery and responsiveness .

 

https://hardide.com/
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