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ValiRx PLC

("ValiRx" or the "Company")

Expanded Evaluation agreement with University of Barcelona

 

London, UK  - Val i Rx P lc (AI M: VAL), a  l i fe science company focus ing on early-stage cancer therapeu#cs  and women's  health,
is  today pleased to announce that the evalua#on agreement announced on 14 February 2022 from Barcelona Univers i ty
has  been expanded to a  broader col labora#on including addi#onal  molecules  targe#ng K R AS (K irsten R At Sarcoma) as
poss ible drugs  for treating cancer.

Under the previous  agreement, Val i Rx had been conduc#ng a range of experiments  on the ini#al  project from Barcelona
Univers i ty over a  period of twelve months.  A lead series  of pep#domime#c therapeu#c candidates  was  assessed ini#al ly
in silico, with the top four molecules  selected for synthes is  and in vitro tes#ng.  These cel l -based in vitro s tudies  inves#gated
the ac#vity of the four molecules  against pancrea#c cancer, uterine sarcoma and ovarian cancer cel ls .  Three of the four
molecules  selected demonstrated good activi ty and one of them was then selected for further study in vivo.

Whi lst the in vivo s tudy did not achieve the des ired level  of an#-cancer ac#vity, i t demonstrated no adverse toxici ty leading
to the conclus ion that further research around this  molecular series  would be beneficia l .

The Univers i ty of Barcelona has  an ac#ve research group working in this  area and has  been awarded a grant to further
study the effects  of the same lead series .  Val i Rx has  entered into an expansion of the ini#al  evalua#on agreement
("Expanded Evalua#on Agreement") to con#nue to work a longs ide the recently funded Barcelona research team to bui ld a
broader understanding of the biological  activi ty of the drug candidates .

The Expanded Evalua#on Agreement includes  research on an addi#onal  series  of molecules  for a  different, yet equal ly
novel , binding pocket of K R AS which are within the Univers i ty of Barcelona's  research program; and the abi l i ty to cons ider
further compounds that may be developed at the Univers i ty of Barcelona under the format this  agreement.

The Expanded Evalua#on Agreement is  scheduled to be ac#ve for up to four years , with the poten#al  to extend by a  further
four years , with each project being subject to a  standard set of legal  condi#ons, and each lead series  undergoing a
separate evalua#on process .  Each evalua#on process  is  expected to last up to 12 months, with success  poten#al ly leading
to the set-up of a  Val iRx subs idiary to further progress  the project.

Dr Suzy Dilly, C EO  of ValiRx commented: "We are del ighted to be able to provide a le9er of industria l  support for the grant
appl ica#on by the Univers i ty of Barcelona and we very much look forward to reviewing the addi#onal  data generated by
the team.  The capabi l i ty of this  team in genera#ng leads  for assessment is  truly impress ive, and we're pleased that we
have set up this  broader framework to a l low us  to assess  new molecules  efficiently i f they emerge as  suitable candidates
for further development."

University of Barcelona research group's Principal Investigator commented: "We appreciate the work conducted by Val i Rx to
expand on the evalua#on agreement with more of our projects  giving us  an opportunity to advance our research in such an
important area of science. The support Val i Rx brings  us  is  extremely valuable for our research and we an#cipate the
compl imentary experiments  and data wi l l  reinforce our projects ."

The informa#on contained within this  announcement is  deemed by the Company to cons#tute ins ide informa#on as
s#pulated under the Market Abuse Regula#ons (EU) No. 596/2014 as  i t forms part of UK  Domes#c Law by vi rtue of the
European Union (W ithdrawal) Act 2018 ("UK  M AR"). The Directors  of the Company take responsibi l i ty for this
announcement.

 

For more information, please contact:

 

ValiRx plc
 
Dr Suzanne Di l ly, CEO
 
 

Tel: +44 (0) 2476 796496
www.valirx.com
Suzanne.Di l ly@val i rx.com
 
 

V Formation (Public Relations)
 
Lucy Wharton - Senior PR Executive
Sue Carr - Director
 

+44 (0) 115 787 0206
www.vformation.biz
 
lucy@vformation.biz
sue@vformation.biz

Cairn Financial Advisers LLP (Nominated Adviser)
 
Liam Murray/Jo Turner/Ludovico Lazzaretti
 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7213 0880

Cenkos Securities plc (Joint Broker)
 
Dale Bel l i s/Michael  Johnson (Sales)
 
Cal lum Davidson/Gi les  Bal leny (Corporate Finance)

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7397 8900

Turner Pope Investments (Joint Broker)

James Pope / Andy Thacker  

Tel: +44 (0) 20 3657 0050

 
 

Notes for Editors

About ValiRx

Val i Rx is  a  l i fe science company focused on early-stage cancer therapeu#cs  and women's  health, accelera#ng the
trans lation of innovative science into impactful  medicines  to improve patient l ives .

http://www.valirx.com
mailto:Suzanne.Dilly@valirx.com
http://www.vformation.biz


Val i Rx provides  the scien#fic, financial , and commercial  framework for enabl ing rapid trans la#on of innova#ve science
into cl inical  development.

Us ing i ts  extens ive and proven experience in research and drug development, the team at Val i Rx selects  and incubates
promis ing novel  drug candidates  and guides  them through an op#mised process  of development, from pre-cl inical  s tudies
to cl inic and investor-ready assets .

Val i Rx connects  diverse discipl ines  across  scien#fic, technical , and commercial  domains, with the aim of achieving a  more
streaml ined, less  costly, drug development process . The team works  closely with careful ly selected col laborators  and
leverages  the combined expertise required for science to advance.

Lead candidates  from Val i Rx's  porIol io are outl icensed or partnered with investors  through Val i Rx subs idiary companies
for further cl inical  development and commercial isation. 

Val iRx l i s ted on the AIM Market of the London Stock Exchange in October 2006 and trades  under the ticker symbol : VAL.

For further information, vis i t: www.val i rx.com

 

About University of Barcelona

The Univers i ty of Barcelona ("UB") i s  the largest publ ic univers i ty in Catalonia and one of the most pres#gious  higher
educa#on ins#tu#ons in Spain. According to the rankings , i t i s  the most innova#ve univers i ty in Spain in 2019. The UB is  a
member of the League of European Research Univers i#es  ("LER U"), an associa#on that gathers  the most important twenty-
three research univers i ty centres  of the con#nent. Focused on academic excel lence, the UB is  commi9ed to provide the next
generation of -profess ionals , researchers , entrepreneurs , leaders  with the ski l l s  to carry out new research.

Technology transfer

The technology transfer and innova#on unit of the Univers i ty of Barcelona ("UB") i s  the Bosch i  Gimpera Founda#on
("F BG"). The F BG is  responsible for transferring the results  of the research carried out at the UB to society through the
crea#on of spin-offs, patent l icens ing, and contracts  with companies  and ins#tu#ons, thus  contribu#ng to the
compe##veness  of the bus iness  framework and the improvement of socia l  welfare. I n 2021, UB developed 564 projects  and
generated € 24.31 mi l l ion in contractual  revenue. The UB has  132 transfer patents  and 22 ac#ve spin-offs. The F BG works
towards  the Sustainable Development Goals  ("SDGs") through transfer activi ties  that are in-l ine with the 17 SDGs.

 

Cautionary statement

Certain statements  made in this  announcement are forward-looking statements . Such statements  are based on current
expecta#ons and assump#ons and are subject to a  number of risks  and uncertain#es  that could cause actual  events  or
results  to differ materia l ly from any expected future events  or results  expressed or impl ied in these forward-looking
statements . Persons  receiving this  announcement should not place undue rel iance on forward-looking statements . Unless
otherwise required by appl icable law, regula#on or accoun#ng standard, the Company does  not undertake to update or
revise any forward-looking statements , whether as  a  result of new information, future developments  or otherwise.

This information is provided by RNS, the news service of the London Stock Exchange. RNS is approved by the Financial Conduct Authority to act as a
Primary Information Provider in the United Kingdom. Terms and conditions relating to the use and distribution of this information may apply. For further
information, please contact rns@lseg.com or visit www.rns.com.

RNS may use your IP address to confirm compliance with the terms and conditions, to analyse how you engage with the information contained in this
communication, and to share such analysis on an anonymised basis with others as part of our commercial services. For further information about how
RNS and the London Stock Exchange use the personal data you provide us, please see our Privacy Policy.
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