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("Roquefort Therapeutics" or the "Company")

 

Expansion of Patent Portfolio

Successful filing of the international (PCT) patent enhances Midkine IP leadership position

 

Roquefort Therapeu�cs  (LS E:RO Q ),	the Main Market l i s ted biotech company focused on	developing first in class  medicines

in the high value and high growth oncology market	i s  pleased to announce the successful  fil ing of the interna�onal  phase

PCT (Patent Treaty Cooperation) patent for i ts  proprietary anti -cancer	mRNA and RNA ol igonucleotide	therapeutics .

 

Today's  announcement fol lows the development of the Company's  novel  an�-cancer R NA ol igonucleo�de and mR NA

therapeu�cs  targe�ng Midkine ("M D K ") announced on 13 and 22 June 2023, which are undergoing in vitro and in vivo

studies  at the Univers i ty of Sydney and Univers i ty of New South Wales . The studies  demonstrated efficacy with the

Company's  MDK RNA Ol igonucleotides  and mRNA in val idated in vitro models  of breast and l iver cancer.

 

The P C T patent, governed by the World I ntel lectual  P roperty O rganisa�on (W I P O ), once approved, provides  patent

protec�on for the inven�on in more than 155 countries [1]. The fil ing consol idates  and enhances  the Company's

intel lectual  property por>ol io and leadership pos i�on in Midkine with composi�on of ma?er and methods for the

protec�on for both mR NA and R NA ol igonucleo�de modal i�es. W hi le the mR NA and R NA ol igonucleo�des target different

regions  of the Midkine, both have demonstrated anti -cancer efficacy in vitro.[2]

 

The M D K  R NA ol igonucleo�de and mR NA programs have now progressed into combina�ons studies  with a  proprietary

targeted nano-particle del ivery technology and are scheduled to progress  into in vivo s tudies  in Q4 2023.

 

Ajan Reginald, Chief Executive Officer of Roquefort Therapeutics, said:

"mR NA  technology promises to revolu#onize future treatments for cancer (A A M C[3]) and as such we are delighted that we are

part of this cu&ng-edge field to treat the hardest-to-treat cancers. Both the mR NA  and R NA  oligonucleo#des a*ack the novel

Midkine target, in which the Company are pioneers. Midkine expression is highly associated with cancer progression and poor

survival.

 

A s we've recently seen with the valida#on of STAT-6 (through a $Billion licensing deal), we believe Midkine will become a highly

a*rac#ve, validated target and we will be uniquely posi#oned with a por2olio of patented an#body, mR NA  and R NA

oligonucleo#de medicines. Therefore our focus is con#nue to deliver on R&D and commercial milestones that highlight the

significant potential of Midkine as a novel cancer target." 
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About Roquefort Therapeutics

Roquefort Therapeu�cs  (LS E:RO Q ) is  a  Main Market l i s ted biotech company developing first in class  drugs  in the high value

and high growth oncology segment prior to partnering or sel l ing to big pharma.

 

S ince l i s�ng in March 2021, Roquefort Therapeu�cs  has  successful ly acquired Lyramid P ty Limited, a  leader in the

development of medicines  for a  new therapeu�c target, Midkine (a  human growth factor associated with cancer

progress ion), and most recently acquired O ncogeni  Ltd, founded by Nobel  Laureate P rofessor S i r Mar�n Evans, which has

developed two fami l ies  of innovative cel l  and RNA oncology medicines.

 

Roquefort Therapeu�cs ' por>ol io cons ists  of five ful ly funded, novel  patent-protected pre-cl inical  an�-cancer medicines. 

The highly complementary profi le of four best-in-class  medicines  cons ists  of:

·   	Midkine antibodies  with s igni ficant in vivo efficacy and toxicology studies;

·   	Midkine RNA ol igonucleotide therapeutics  with novel  anti -cancer gene editing action;

·   	Midkine mRNA therapeutics  with novel  anti -cancer approach

·   	STAT-6 s iRNA therapeutics  targeting sol id tumours  with s igni ficant in vivo efficacy; and

·   	MK cel l  therapy with direct and NK-mediated anti -cancer action.

 

For further information on Roquefort Therapeutics , please	vis i t	www.roquefortplc.com	and	@RoquefortTherap	on Twitter.

 

[1]	www.wipo.int/pct[2]	https://www.roquefortplc.com/regulatory-news/39390	and	https://www.roquefortplc.com/regulatory-news/39288[3]	https://www.aamc.org/news/mrna-technology-promises-revolutionize-future-vaccines-and-treatments-cancer-infectious-diseases
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