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African Pioneer Plc

("African Pioneer" or "the Company")

Ongombo Copper-Gold Project Update

 

African P ioneer plc ("AFP"), the explora�on and resource development company, i s  pleased to inform shareholders  of

Permi"ng and O re P rocess ing Testwork at i ts  85% owned O ngombo (copper-gold) P roject located within Exclus ive

Prospecting Licence EPL 5772, 40km NE of the capital  ci ty, Windhoek, Khomas Region, Namibia.

Highlights re Ongombo Project

·    Company has been no!fied that EP L  5772 has been renewed for two years, the exact expiry date to be confirmed

once stamped off

·    Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) is at an advanced stage of completion

·    X-ray transmission ("XRT") ore sorting sensor tests returned positive results and that laser or colour sensor

technology can be used to separate ore and waste

·    Independent updated total (gross)* Indicated Mineral Resource Es!mate (MRE) of 5.7Mt at 1.1% Cu Equivalent

(CuEq), 0.94% Cu and 0.23g/t Au and a very substan!al Inferred underground poten!al Resources of 23Mt at 1.1%

CuEq, 0.95% Cu and 0.24g/t Au as announced on 16 May 2023

·    Advanced discussions with multiple parties about project level funding of the Ongombo Project.

*gross representing 100% MRE and African Pioneer has 85% interest in the Project

 

Colin Bird Execu!ve Chairman commented "We have made good progress on the O ngombo P roject with very significant

increases to the previous 'Indicated' and 'Inferred' Mineral Resources and the poten)al for a 'starter' mine using low-cost open-

pit methods. We plan to combine X TR with laser dry sor)ng technology to separate ore from waste and generate a high-grade

concentrate for transport to an in-country processing plant for final separa)on before metal recovery. We are now sequencing

the primary development infrastructure and the process flowsheet. A s we advance towards the comple)on of the ES IA  we expect

to soon be in a position to move towards project implementation and the completion of development financing."

 

The 85% owned O ngombo Copper - Gold P roject i s  s i tuated in Exclus ive P rospec�ng License (EP L) 5772 which has  just been

renewed for a  period of two years , the exact expiry date to be confirmed once stamped off. Mining Licence (M L 240) was

granted on 10 August 2022 for 20-Years**, and covers  a  por�on of EP L 5772 and approximately one third of the open pit

resource. An extens ion to the Mining Licnece was submi<ed on 6 September, 2022 to encompass  the wider Resource Area.

African P ioneer is  now comple�ng the permi"ng process  by way of the near-term submiss ion of an Environmental and

Social Impact A ssessment (ES I A) and the Environmental Management P lan (EM P ). These are required to re-affirm the

Environmental C learance Cer)ficate (EC C) first awarded in Apri l  2023 by the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism

(M EF T): Department of Environmental  Affairs  (D EA). The EM P  accompanies  mine development and ore process ing

operations.

**in the Highlight to the announcement of 16 May 2023 there was a typographical error sta)ng that this is a 25-Year Mining

Licence whilst it is a 20-Year Mining Licence granted on 10 August 2022

Updated Mineral  Resource Es�mates  (M R E) for the O ngombo project, revised by Addison Mining Services  (AM S) and

reported on 16 May 2023, del ineates  a  poten�al  combined open pit and underground mining opera�on based on JO RC-

2012 Resources  of 5.7 Mt at 1.1% CuEq, 0.94% Cu and 0.23g/t Au (I ndicated) (gross). This  Resource includes  930 Kt at 0.57%

Cu and 0.19g/t Au open pit poten�al  resource bel ieved to be amenable to a  's tarter' mine us ing lower-cost, open pit

methods. S ignificantly, the AM S update reports  previous ly unstated I nferred underground poten�al  Resources  of 23Mt at



methods. S ignificantly, the AM S update reports  previous ly unstated I nferred underground poten�al  Resources  of 23Mt at

0.95% Cu and 0.24g/t Au. This  very s ignificant ups ide revis ion more than doubles  previous ly reported poten�al  resources

within the O ngombo P roject envelope.  Ful l  detai ls  of the M R E for the O ngombo P roject were reported in the Company's  16

May 2023 announcement.

P re-produc�on planning for the O ngombo P roject to make the trans i�on from explora�on to mining is  now underway. I n

that regard, cri�cal  i tems including the loca�on and des ign of marginal  ore and dry ta i l ings  storage areas  have been

iden�fied within the ES I A. Moreover, low water demand and modern X-ray transmiss ion ore-sor�ng technology (X TR) and

gravity concentrators  (GC) have been shown by an independent party, Steinert of Germany, that X RT technology can

differen�ate between high-grade ore, low-grade ore, and waste. Laser tests  confirmed the poten�al  to differen�ate between

ore and waste with induc�on sensor tests  returning the required response to dis�nguish waste and ore frac�ons. This

means that the P roject intends to use X TR to ini�al ly process  crushed ore for transporta�on to an external  flota�on plant

where the copper and gold wi l l  be recovered into concentrates  for export for final  smel�ng. The proposed off-s i te

process ing arrangement would s igni ficantly reduce the capital  requirements  of the Ongombo Project.

 

I n paral lel , with metal  recovery testwork, Addison Mining Services  (AM S) has  indicated s ignificant increases  in resources

with further scope for another meaningful  increase in P roject CuEq grade con�ngent upon fol low-up work to test gold

content in the East/O st Shoots . The Board has  approved a short dri l l  programme to twin some historic Goldfields  Namibia

holes  to assess  the Au content. Goldfields  Namibia oMen did not assay for gold but in some of their dri l l  holes  in areas  of

East/O st Shoots  that were assayed for gold they returned values  ranging from 9.6g/t Au over 0.17m to 0.12g/t Au over 1.1m.

The average calculated gold grade based on a l imited popula�on of samples , i f repeated across  the shoots , poten�al ly

offers  a  s igni ficant addition to the overal l  CuEq* grade of the deposit.

 

Studies  are underway to op�mise both the mining methodology most suited to the narrow orebody and the primary

development required to ensure access  to sufficient ore to maintain production. The Company has  engaged the services  of a

highly experienced mining engineer with a  career in narrow orebody exploitation in African projects .

The Company is  in advanced discuss ions  with par�es  regarding project level  funding that wi l l  enable progress ion of the

ini�al  O ngombo open-pit to exploit the eas i ly-access ible surface ore resources. I n this  context engineering des ign of pre-

production works  has  commenced along with des ign of the lay-out of internal  access  roads  and the accommoda�on, office

upgrades  and fencing required to securely operate the mine s i te. 
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The informa�on contained within this  announcement is  deemed by the Company to cons�tute ins ide informa�on as

s�pulated under the Market Abuse Regula�on (EU) No. 596/2014 as  i t forms part of UK  Domes�c Law by vi rtue of the

European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 ("UK MAR"). 

 

Beaumont Cornish Limited, which is  authorised and regulated in the United K ingdom by the F inancial  Conduct Authori ty, i s

F inancial  Adviser to the Company in rela�on to the ma<ers  referred herein. Beaumont Cornish Limited is  ac�ng exclus ively

for the Company and for no one else in rela�on to the ma<ers  described in this  announcement and is  not advis ing any

other person and accordingly wi l l  not be responsible to anyone other than the Company for providing the protec�ons

afforded to cl ients  of Beaumont Cornish Limited, or for providing advice in rela�on to the contents  of this  announcement or

any matter referred to in i t.

 

Qualified Person:

The technical  informa�on contained in this  announcement has  been reviewed, verified, and approved by Col in Bird,

C C.ENG, F I M M M, South African and UK  Cer�fied Mine Manager and Director of African P ioneer plc, with more than 40

years ' experience mainly in hard rock mining.

 

 

https://africanpioneerplc.com/


Glossary

A 'Mineral  Resource' i s  a  concentra�on or occurrence of sol id materia l  of economic interest in or on the Earth's  crust in

such form, grade (or qual i ty), and quan�ty that there are reasonable prospects  for eventual  economic extrac�on. The

loca�on, quan�ty, grade (or qual i ty), con�nuity and other geological  characteris�cs  of a  Mineral  Resource are known,

es�mated or interpreted from specific geological  evidence and knowledge, including sampl ing. Mineral  Resources  are sub-

divided, in order of increas ing geological  confidence, into Inferred, Indicated and Measured categories .

 

An 'I ndicated Mineral  Resource' i s  that part of a  Mineral  Resource for which quan�ty, grade (or qual i ty), dens i�es, shape

and phys ical  characteris�cs  are es�mated with sufficient confidence to a l low the appl ica�on of Modifying Factors  in

sufficient detai l  to support mine planning and evaluation of the economic viabi l i ty of the deposit.

 

An 'Inferred Mineral  Resource' i s  that part of a  Mineral  Resource for which quanti ty and grade (or qual i ty) are estimated on

the bas is  of l imited geological  evidence and sampl ing. Geological  evidence is  sufficient to imply but not veri fy geological

and grade (or qual i ty) con�nuity. I t i s  based on explora�on, sampl ing and tes�ng informa�on gathered through

appropriate techniques  from locations  such as  outcrops, trenches, pi ts , workings  and dri l l  holes .

 

"Au"    Gold

"Cu"    Copper

"CuEq*" A copper price of US$8,000 and a gold price of US$1,700 were used for the purposes  of calculating a  copper

equivalent grade.

"g/t"    grammes per tonne

"Kt"      thousand tonnes

"Mt"    mi l l ion tonnes
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