
RNS Number : 2475P
Poolbeg Pharma PLC
09 December 2024
 

REACH
                                                                             
Poolbeg Pharma plc presents POLB 001 pre-clinical study data at the 66th American Society of

Hematology (ASH) Annual Meeting
 

All doses of POLB 001 significantly reduced clinically observed Cytokine Release Syndrome scores
 

POLB 001 treatment showed statistically significant reductions in key cytokines
 

Positive results reinforce the use case for POLB 001 in the prevention and treatment of cancer
immunotherapy-induced CRS

 
9 December 2024 - Poolbeg Pharma (AI M: P O LB, 'Poolbeg' or the 'Company'), a  cl inical -stage biopharmaceu&cal  company
focused on the development and commercial isa&on of innova&ve medicines  targe&ng diseases  with a  high unmet medical
need, today announces  key ins ights  from i ts  poster presenta&on at the 66th American Society of Hematology ('AS H') Annual
Meeting and Exposition, San Diego, Cal i fornia.
 
The poster, which detai led P O LB 001 as  a  promis ing preventa&ve therapy for Cytokine Release Syndrome (C RS) associated
with cancer immunotherapies , was  presented by the Company's  Chief Execu&ve O fficer, Jeremy Ski l l ington, P hD on Saturday
7 December.
 
The study was des igned to evaluate the effect of P O LB 001 on C RS compared to Adal imumab, an an&-TNF an&body which is
a  gold standard potent inhibitor of C RS in humanised tumour-bearing mouse models . Mice were treated twice dai ly with
either placebo or POLB 001 at low, medium, or high doses  for five days.
 
Key Highlights:
l POLB 001 effectively reduced CRS and demonstrated superior cytokine inhibition compared to Adal imumab
l In a  model  of anti -CD28 induced CRS, POLB 001 was shown to dose dependently reduce cl inical  CRS scores
l POLB 001 reduced peak serum levels  of TNF, IL-4, IL-6, IL-8 and MIP-1α and the results  were statistical ly s igni ficant
l Al l  other cytokines  tested, including IFN-γ, IL-8, IL-10 and IL-2, demonstrated trends  of reduced peak serum levels
l Other immunological  and mal ignancy-related endpoints  were monitored with no harmful  effects  of POLB 001

observed
l Positive results  reinforce the use case for POLB 001 in the prevention and treatment of cancer immunotherapy-

induced CRS
 
Mark Sumeray, MD, Consultant C linical Advisor for Poolbeg, commented: "A ddressing cancer immunotherapy-induced C RS
holds the poten$al to greatly impact the treatment of hematological malignancies - enhancing safety and reaching more
pa$ents. These data presented at A S H are promising, demonstra$ng sta$s$cally significant cytokine inhibi$on and a dose
dependent reduc$on in clinical C RS. The results of this animal study support development of P O LB 001 in a P hase 2 clinical
study as a prophylac$c for the preven$on of immunotherapy-induced C RS. The previous successful LP S  trial in healthy human
volunteers also provides ratification."
 
Poster Presentation Details:
 
Title: POLB 001, an Oral  p38 MAPK Inhibitor, Reduces  Cytokine Release Syndrome (CRS) in a  Mouse Model  of
Immunotherapy-Induced CRS
Session Name: 703. Cel lular Immunotherapies  other than CAR-T Cel ls : Bas ic and Trans lational : Poster I
Session Date and Time: Saturday, 7 December 2024, 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM PST
Location: San Diego Convention Center, Hal ls  G-H
Authors:  Liam Tremble, PhD, MSc, BSc, Paula Maguire, PhD, Jiwon Yang, PhD, James G Keck, Laura Maher, MSc, Mark
Graham, Martin F Kaiser, MD, FRCP, FRCPath, Emma Searle, MD, PhD and Mark Sumeray, MD
Abstract Number: 2061
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About POLB 001
C RS can occur in >70%1 of pa&ents  treated with T cel l  engaging bispecific an&bodies , or C AR T cel l  therapies . C RS of any
grade can lead to prolonged hospital  s tays  and mortal i ty risk. The administra&on of these cancer immunotherapies  is
therefore restricted only to specia l is t cancer centres , which has  created a "boLleneck" in providing seamless , cost-efficient
access  to these treatments  for the patients  who need them.
 
There are currently very few approved therapies  for the management of CRS and no approved therapies  for the prevention of
C RS. As  an oral  therapy to prevent or treat C RS, P O LB 001 has  the poten&al  to enable broader use of cancer
immunotherapies  in an outpa&ent seMng to reduce the risk of a  boLleneck occurring, and to make these l i fe-saving
therapeutics  more readi ly access ible to patients .
 
I ndependent research commiss ioned by Poolbeg confirmed a market poten&al  for P O LB 001 of c.US 10 bi l l ion in Mul&ple
Myeloma and Diffuse Large B-Cel l  Lymphoma alone due to the s ignificant advances  in bispecific an&body and C AR T-cel l
therapies  for these indica&ons.2 Cancer immunotherapies  are being widely developed across  a  broader range of
hematological  mal ignancies  (including many rare or orphan cancers) and sol id tumours , which Poolbeg bel ieve wi l l
expand the opportunity for POLB 001 far beyond the estimate of c.US 10 bi l l ion.
 
1. Average rate from Summary of Product Characteris&cs (SmPCs) for Yescarta, Tecartus, Abecma, Kymriah, Carvyk&, Breyanzi, Elrexfio, Columvi,
Epkinly, Tecvayli and Talvey. 2. Independent research commissioned by Poolbeg.

 
About Poolbeg Pharma plc 
Poolbeg P harma plc i s a  cl inical -stage biopharmaceu&cal  company focussed on acquiring, developing and
commercial is ing innova&ve medicines  that wi l l  help improve the l ives  of pa&ents  with rare and orphan diseases  and
where there is  a  high unmet medical  need. Poolbeg comprises  a  strong and growing porQol io of development assets . For
more information, please go to www.poolbegpharma.com or fol low us  on Twitter and LinkedIn @PoolbegPharma.
 
Forward-Looking Statements
This  announcement may contain forward-looking statements  and the words  "expect", "an&cipate", "intends", "plan",
"es&mate", "aim", "forecast", "project" and s imi lar express ions  (or their nega&ve) iden&fy certain of these forward-looking
statements . The forward-looking statements  in this  announcement are based on numerous assump&ons and Poolbeg's
present and future bus iness  strategies  and the environment in which Poolbeg expects  to operate in the future. Forward-
looking statements  involve inherent known and unknown risks , uncertain&es  and con&ngencies  because they relate to
events  and depend on ci rcumstances  that may or may not occur in the future and may cause the actual  results ,
performance or achievements  to be materia l ly different from those expressed or impl ied by such forward-looking
statements . These statements  are not guarantees  of future performance or the abi l i ty to iden&fy and consummate
investments . Many of these risks  and uncertain&es  relate to factors  that are beyond Poolbeg's  abi l i ty to control  or es&mate
precisely, such as  future market condi&ons, currency fluctua&ons, the behaviour of other market par&cipants , the outcome
of cl inical  tria ls , the ac&ons of regulators  and other factors  such as  Poolbeg's  abi l i ty to obtain financing, changes  in the
pol i&cal , socia l  and regulatory framework in which Poolbeg operates  or in economic, technological  or consumer trends  or
condi&ons. Past performance should not be taken as  an indica&on or guarantee of future results , and no representa&on or
warranty, express  or impl ied, i s  made regarding future performance. No person is  under any obl iga&on to update or keep
current the informa&on contained in this  announcement or to provide the recipient of i t with access  to any addi&onal
relevant information.
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