
RNS Number : 3633V
Fusion Antibodies PLC
31 January 2025
 



 
31 January 2025
  

Fusion Antibodies plc
("Fusion" or the "Company")

 
OptiMAL® R&D Update 

 
Fus ion An�bodies  plc (AI M: FAB), specia l is ts  in pre-cl inical  an�body discovery, engineering and supply for both
therapeu�c drug and diagnos�c appl ica�ons, provides  an update on the O p�M AL® val ida�on project being performed
under the col laboration agreement (the "Agreement") with the National  Cancer Insti tute ("NCI").
 
The val ida�on project i s  progress ing as  planned and, us ing Fus ion's  O p�M AL® Library, the NC I  has  iden�fied a number of
an�body express ing cel ls  that pos i�vely bind to their targets  of interest.  Fus ion wi l l  extract and sequence the D NA
encoding for the an�bodies  from these cel ls  for verifica�on of binding and further analyses . This  analys is  wi l l  take several
months. The Company has  received the first batch of cel ls  from the NC I  that have been isolated from the O p�M AL® Library
for this  val ida�on work and addi�onal  batches  wi l l  be shipped subsequently. Fus ion is  undertaking this  work on a
goodwi l l  bas is  to ass ist the val ida�on of the O p�M AL® Library. The NC I  wi l l  con�nue the process  of iden�fying more
posi�ve cel ls  against their various  targets  and the Company also an�cipates  ass is�ng in the analys is  of the an�bodies
produced from these cel ls .
 
NC I , part of the US Na�onal  I ns�tutes  of Health, i s  the US federal  government's  principal  agency for cancer research and
training. P ursuant to the Agreement, detai ls  of which were announced by the Company on 28 November 2023, Fus ion has
provided NCI with access  to OptiMAL® for use in the discovery of novel  antibodies  against targets  selected by NCI.
 
Richard Buick, C SO  of Fusion An)bodies plc, commented: "We are excited by the prospect of analysing the an�bodies from
these O p�M A L® cells selected by Dr. Mitchell Ho's group at the NC I. The cells have shown posi�ve binding ac�vity to their target
of interest and Fusion will now work on the valida�on of the an�body binding. We look forward to assis�ng the NC I in the
validation of the OptiMAL® platform under the Agreement."
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About Fusion Antibodies plc
 
Fus ion is  a  Bel fast based contract research organisa�on ("C RO ") providing a  range of an�body engineering services  for the
development of antibodies  for both therapeutic drug and diagnostic appl ications.
 
The Company's  ordinary shares  were admiIed to trading on AI M on 18 December 2017. Fus ion provides  a  broad range of
services  in an�body genera�on, development, produc�on, characterisa�on and op�misa�on. These services  include
an�gen express ion, an�body produc�on, purifica�on and sequencing, an�body humanisa�on us ing Fus ion's  proprietary
CDRx TM plaJorm and the produc�on of an�body genera�ng stable cel l  l ines  to provide materia l  for use in cl inical  tria ls .
S ince 2012, the Company has  successful ly sequenced and expressed over 250 an�bodies  and successful ly completed over
200 humanisa�on projects  and has  an interna�onal , blue-chip cl ient base, which has  included eight of the top 10 global
pharmaceutical  companies  by revenue.
 
The Company was establ ished in 2001 as  a  spin out from Q ueen's  Univers i ty Bel fast. The Company's  miss ion is  to enable
pharmaceu�cal  and diagnos�c companies  to develop innova�ve products  in a  �mely and cost-effec�ve manner for the
benefit of the global  healthcare industry. Fus ion An�bodies  provides  a  broad range of services  in an�body genera�on,
development, production, characterisation and optimisation.
 
Fus ion An�bodies  growth strategy is  based on combining the latest technological  advances  with cuLng edge science to
del iver new plaJorms that wi l l  enable P harma and Biotech companies  get to the cl inic faster, with the op�mal  drug
candidate and ultimately speed up the drug development process . 
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