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Licence Agreement in Japan for ACCRUFeR®

 

Exclusive Japan licence agreement with VITAL-NET, Inc.
Shield to receive an initial payment of ~ 665,000 plus regulatory and sales milestones, and double-digit

royalties on net sales
 
London, UK, 22 April, 2025:  Shield Therapeu�cs  plc (LS E: STX ), a  commercial  s tage pharmaceu�cal  company special is ing in
iron deficiency with or without anemia ("I D/I DA"), announces  that i t has  entered into an exclus ive l icence agreement ("the
Agreement") for AC C R UFeR® with VI TAL-NET, I nc. ("VI TAL-NET") in Japan. VI TAL-NET wi l l  undertake and be responsible for a l l
costs , including cl inical  and regulatory, related to ac�vi�es  required to achieve marke�ng authorisa�on and
commercial isation of ACCRUFeR® in Japan.
 
Shield wi l l  receive an ini�al  payment of ci rca 665,000 and is  el igible to receive addi�onal  mi lestone payments  related to
the regulatory approval  of ACCRUFeR® and upon the achievement of specified net sales  targets  by VI TAL-NET. For the term of
the agreement, Shield wi l l  a lso receive double-digi t royal�es  on net sales  of AC C R UFeR®. VI TAL-NET to be responsible for,
and cover costs  of a l l  development and regulatory activi ty.

 
Anders L undstrom, Chief Execu%ve O fficer for Shield, commented: "This partnership aligns with our commitment to keep
expanding our global footprint for AC C R UFeR®. Japan, the third largest pharmaceu"cal market in the world, is an important
market to enter as Iron deficiency is a prevalent health concern in Japan, especially among women, children, and the elderly.
AC C R UFeR® offers a new op"on for those who need a more effec"ve treatment to restore their iron levels and improve their
overall health. We look forward to working together with VITAL-NET to making ACCRUFeR® available to the people of Japan."
 
Takeshi Ichijo, C EO  of V ITA L -N ET, commented: ""We are excited to have entered into the agreement with Shield Therapeu"cs
for the supply, development and marke"ng of AC C R UFeR®. Iron deficiency (ID) pa"ents in pulmonary hypertension (P H) and
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) are our important areas, we believe that our experience will be of great use. We will
endeavour to provide the drug to Japanese patients suffering from ID."
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About Iron Deficiency and ACCRUFeR®/FeRACCRU®
Cl inical ly low i ron levels  (aka i ron deficiency, I D) can cause serious  health problems for adults  of a l l  ages, across  mul�ple
therapeu�c areas. Together, I D  and I D with anemia (I DA) affect about 20 mi l l ion people in the US and represent a  2.3B
market opportunity. As  the first and only F DA approved oral  i ron to treat I D/I DA, AC C R UFeR® has  the poten�al  to meet an
important unmet medical  need for both phys icians  and patients .
 
I ron deficiency and i ron deficiency anemia (I D/I DA) poses  a  s ignificant health chal lenge in Japan, with the country
accoun�ng for approximately 39% of I D  cases  among the seven major markets , which include the USA, EU5 (the UK , I ta ly,

Spain, France, and Germany), and Japan[1]. The I D/I DA treatment landscape in Japan primari ly cons ists  of oral  and
intravenous (I V) i ron supplements . O ral  i ron products , including both over-the-counter and prescrip�on formula�ons,

dominate the market in terms of volume[2].
The Japanese i ron deficiency therapy market is  poised for growth. This  growth is  aKributed to factors  such as  the
introduc�on of novel  therapies , an increas ing I DA prevalence, and heightened awareness  regarding anemia

management[3]. Japan's  I D/I DA market is  characterized by a  robust demand for both oral  and I V i ron supplements ,

influenced by regional  demographics  and recent pharmaceu�cal  innova�ons 2. The market is  expected to expand steadi ly,
driven by ongoing advancements  in treatment op�ons and a growing focus  on address ing i ron deficiency and i ron

deficiency anemia3.
               
ACCRUFeR®/FeRACCRU® (ferric maltol) i s  a  novel , s table, non-salt-based oral  therapy for adults  with ID/IDA. The drug has a
novel  mechanism of absorp�on compared to other oral  i ron therapies  and has  been shown to be an efficacious  and wel l -
tolerated therapy in a  range of cl inical  tria ls . More informa�on about AC C R UFeR®/FeRACCRU®, including the product label ,
can be found at: www.accrufer.com and www.feraccru.com.

http://www.shieldtherapeutics.com/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/iron-deficiency-anemia-market-size-growth-to-shore-up-with-a-cagr-of-3-7-during-the-study-period-2018-30-in-the-7mm--delveinsight-301386378.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://www.accrufer.com
http://www.feraccru.com


can be found at: www.accrufer.com and www.feraccru.com.
 
About Shield Therapeutics plc
Shield is  a  commercial  s tage special ty pharmaceu�cal  company that del ivers  AC C R UFeR®/FeR AC C R U® (ferric maltol ), an
innova�ve and differen�ated pharmaceu�cal  product, to address  a  s ignificant unmet need for pa�ents  suffering from iron
deficiency, with or without anemia.  The Company has  launched AC C R UFeR® in the U.S. with an exclus ive, mul�-year
col labora�on agreement with Viatris  I nc. O uts ide of the U.S., the Company has  l icensed the rights  to four specia l ty
pharmaceu�cal  companies . FeR AC C R U® is  commercial ized in the UK  and European Union by Norgine B.V., which also has
marke�ng rights  in Austral ia  and New Zealand. Shield a lso has  an exclus ive l icense agreement with Bei j ing Aosaikang
P harmaceu�cal  Co., Ltd., for the development and commercial iza�on of AC C R UFeR®/ FeR AC C R U® in China, Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan, with Korea Pharma Co., Ltd. for the Republ ic of Korea, and with KYE Pharmaceuticals  Inc. for Canada.
 
ACCRUFeR®/FeRACCRU® has  patent coverage unti l  the mid-2030s.
ACCRUFeR®/FeRACCRU® are registered trademarks  of Shield Therapeutics .
 
About VITAL-NET, Inc.
The core bus iness  of VITAL-NET is  the wholesale of prescription pharmaceuticals  and to serve the health of the people
and contribute to the fostering of a  healthy society. VITAL-NET was founded in 1950 and has  supported the l ives , health, and
wel l -being of the community up to the present day. O ur commitment l ies  in being "community-oriented." Star�ng from
Miyagi  P refecture as  a  pharmaceu�cal  wholesaler, we have expanded our sales  areas  to s ix prefectures  in the Tohoku
region, as  wel l  as  Ni igata, Tochigi , and the Tokyo metropol i tan area, crea�ng a network of branches  as  intricate as
capi l laries . O ur deeply rooted bus iness  ac�vi�es  and experiences  have earned high praise not only from medical
ins�tu�ons but a lso from local  governments , administra�ve bodies , and industry organiza�ons. We have establ ished
agreements  for disaster response and col labora�ons for promo�ng health in various  regions. The speed of changes  in the
social  environment, such as  decl ining birthrates  and an aging popula�on, uneven distribu�on of medical  resources,
natural  disasters , and pandemics , as  wel l  as  in the bus iness  environment, l ike medical  DX , onl ine medical  consulta�ons,
and the emergence of groundbreaking new drugs, i s  increas ing. However, our role as  a  socia l  infrastructure to support the
provis ion of safe and secure medical  care to pa�ents  at any �me remains  unchanged. To fulfil  this  responsibi l i ty, we
pursue new services  ta i lored to regional  needs, including stringent qual i ty control  of prescrip�on pharmaceu�cals , the
sale and rental  of the latest medical  equipment, and l i fe support. We wi l l  a lso chal lenge new roles  as  partners  in rapidly
advancing medical  care. VI TAL-NET's  strength l ies  in the "human power" of each employee recognis ing and execu�ng our
corporate phi losophy of "serving people's  medical  care and health," as  wel l  as  in our network with the community.
 

[1] Anemia Market Insight, Epidemiology and Market Forecast
[2] Clinical management of iron deficiency anemia in Japan: iron prescription patterns, treatment effectiveness, and assessments - PMC
[3] Iron Deficiency Anemia Therapy Market Size Report, 2030
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