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Mind-reading machines

In 2025, China plans to test brain-computer interface (BCI) technologies that could
compete with implants made by Elon Musk’s firm Neuralink, based in Fremont,
California. China’s Ministry of Industry and Information Technology has announced
plans to develop BCI devices for applications ranging from medical rehabilitation to
virtual reality. One of these products is NEO, a wireless and minimally invasive BCl with
eight electrodes placed over the brain’s sensorimotor cortex, designed to restore hand
movement in people with paralysis. Clinical trials for NEO began in 2023, and early
results showed that a participant with spinal-cord injury was able to eat, drink and grasp
objects after nine months of using the BCI at home. The researchers behind NEO plan to
expand to larger trials in 2025.
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