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The Income Distribution Effects of Land Titling on Rural Households
SUN Linlin*  JIA Yujie'
[1. School of Humanities and Social Sciences (School of Public Administration), Beihang University; 2.Institute for
Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, Beihang University.]
Abstract Land titling may affect not only rural household income but also its distribution by strengthening tenure
security, reducing land-market frictions, and expanding opportunities for reallocating labor and capital. Using
household data from the China Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study (CHARLS) and the staggered rollout
of China's rural land titling program, this paper examines within-village, between-village, and urban-rural income
inequality. Land titling does not significantly change total income inequality but widens within-village inequality in
wage and business income and reduces urban-rural inequality in business income. Household-level distributional-
channel evidence indicates that land titling promotes land transfer, off-farm employment, formal borrowing, and
entrepreneurship, but middle- and high-income households are better positioned to convert secure land rights into
income gains. Heterogeneity analyses further show that the effects vary with regional development conditions
and local land-market development. The findings imply that the equity consequences of land titling depend on
complementary employment, inclusive-finance, and land-market institutions.
Keywords Land Titling, Income Inequality, Rural Finance, Factor Allocation
JEL Classification D31 Q15 O18
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